
Jakob Böhme

Forty Questions
of the Soul

Question 1
Part 1



2

▪ Some of Jakob’s books:
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▪ Ternary: threefold self-manifestation of God:
The Fire Principle — severity, desire, wrath, hidden power.
The Light Principle — love, illumination, joy.
The Spirit Principle — (outer) manifestation, movement, creation.

Jakob describes the Principles as corresponding to Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The Fire Principle is the dark ground of divine energy. 

The Light Principle transforms wrath into love. 

The Spirit Principle is where the Two become outwardly 
expressed in Creation and Spirit.
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▪ “laid open the heavy fall of Lucifer”

The inner spiritual cause of rebellion and ruin.

“Fall” can be considered: self-will, pride, desire to dominate, 
 to turn away from divine harmony, to rule 
 through His own power.

Lucifer (aspect of God), glorious angel who turned inward
 toward His own fiery nature instead of remaining 
 in God’s love and meekness.

“the heavy fall” = tragic spiritual collapse from divine light
 into wrath, pride, and separation from God.
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